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OTAY MESA COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE 
COMMUNITY WORKSHOP: AUGUST 18, 2005 

 
A Summary of Roundtable Discussions 

Notes and Big Ideas 
 

A. NOTES 
 
TABLE 1 
What’s going on with the Community Plan? 
 

• Industrial 
o Heavy Industrial uses – Keep!   
o With appropriate mitigation these uses can be successful 
o Residential development can bring opposition 
o Need to generate jobs within the community!  Warehouse space doesn’t generate  jobs  

• Air Quality 
o Adjacency issues with Mexico – Some air quality issues start in Mexico 
o Air Quality / emissions = No Residential at all! 
o Location of Schools (air quality) = No schools at all on mesa 

• Brown Field  
o Dominates community – suppresses useful potential development 
o Can Brown Field become a positive?  Clean up the way it looks! 

• Residential 
o Housing/employment areas must be built simultaneously  
o Affordable Housing needed!!! Our population is exploding! 
o We need rental housing on mesa 
o Limit scope of residential to suitable locations. 

• Co-location 
o Unique opportunity to create some place special 
o Cohesive plan where uses can co-exist – people will drive less 
o Village Concept – “mixing uses” can be good – make sense; shared 

parking/compatibility 
• Transportation/Infrastructure 

o More parks needed 
o Sewer, water, streets – improvements needed 
o Emergency Response Infrastructure/hospitals 
o Access?   

 Historical Access (Beyer Blvd.) & emergency access for existing properties 
o Public Transportation must be included in all planning! 
o Build SR 905 ASAP!!! 

• Upgrade image of Otay Mesa   
o People who come here upgrade it, more homes, more business, more border 

crossing 
o Housing brings sense of community (balance needed) 
o Change attitude of outside people about Otay Mesa – SR125 will help w/this 



 - 2 -

TABLE 2 
 

• Safety Issues – truck traffic and residential 
• Develop image of Otay; contain work, live, recreation; parks, restaurants, grocery 

o Concern of loss of industry 
o Affordable housing 

• Challenge of improving image of industrial area 
o Lodging (Hotels/Motels) 

• Residential: increase in amenities; build a better image/lifestyle – attract buyers 
o Schools – safer and better  
o Impact of residential surrounding industry 

 Nuisance, abatement, reduction of hours in industry 
• Brown Field Airport 

o Use of – executive & general aviation; uncertainty of Brown Field’s Plan 
• Freeway/Light rail are crucial 

 
TABLE 3 
Process – How does process facilitate owners? 
 

• Co-location 
o Compatibility of residential uses next to industrial areas: 

 Will housing force industry out?  How will industry be protected? 
 Truck routes near residential – safety/noise 
 Additional costs – noise abatement, glare, etc. 
 Environmental impacts w/trucks, planes and residential 
 Flight/Airport conflict with residential 
 Need transitioning of uses to reduce transportation conflict but provide 

convenience 
 Maintain identity of residential (west) and industrial (east)   

o Counter 
 Leviton not forced out 
 Truck routes – dedicated – planned to avoid conflicts 
 CEQA process must address potential conflicts and environmental impacts 
 ALUCP – urban/suburban designation, Regional Airport Authority 
 There is a lot of room to provide a diversity of uses across the mesa and create 

a plan for the future 
• Brown Field Airport 

o Keep as general aviation airport with residential to the west 
o People may not want to live near airport/freeways (Counter: Buyers 

option/disclosures/choice) 
o Keep industrial uses surrounding it as light as possible to avoid impacts 

• Eastern Drainage Area 
o Verify species within drainage area 
o Change from drainage to habitat preservation 
o Use approved studies and channel system – not swale 
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• Park Loop/Less “Economic” Designations 
o Doesn’t work because buildings are already on some parcels 
o Placement of parks/open space will have some effect on existing property owner’ 

ability to gain highest and best use in future 
o Keep open space – it’s good 

• Housing 
o Limit residential to current areas; do not mingle 
o Put housing in other parts of the City 
o Leave some nature and provide parks  
o Infrastructure – roads, parks, open space, night life, etc. cannot be done without 

money provided by residential development 
• Industrial 

o Types – let it be diversified by type and job opportunities 
o Auto-recycling 
o Focus on higher intensity of employment per acre, but preserve warehouse 

opportunities 
• Trans-border Terminal – reserve an area to accommodate 
 

TABLE 4 
 

• Port of Entry  
o 2-6 hour delay; third crossing 2 miles east (proposed) w/in 5 years 

 Third border crossing may not happen (only 2-acres on Mexico side) 
o Laredo TX = 9,000 crossings/day, Otay = 6,000 crossings/day (20K crossings/day 

by 2025)  
o Very little freight will use SR 125; most goes to Long Beach or Ontario  
o 3rd crossing will recognize truck trade needs 
o Long Beach lawsuits, asthma, environmental justice claims 
o Imports – 40-50% never stop (perishable) 
o Exports – all must stop for inspection; customs paperwork 
o Customs Facilities – were near crossing, moved to trailers, charge too much; 

could be consolidated (truck traffic from customs, Mexican customs) 
o Federal Government won’t assist and adjust hours of operation, trucks use roads 

same hours as residents 
• Brown Field Airport  

o Commercial Facility, customs facility  
o Concentrate traffic on Brown Field  
o Closing Brown Field will lose option for another runway 
o Home owners disposed of Brown Field 
o Against cargo – could be general aviation, corporate jet, international sports fields 
o Need community consent 

• Industrial  
o Critical employment driven jobs – design corridor (Poway), good quality design 

standards 
o Vista, San Marcos does not work  
o We need all industrial land and more for regional and international needs 
o CEQA preserving conditions that support border crossing 24-hour operation 
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• Financing 
o Border Infrastructure Zone, TransNet, Taxes, Development Impact Fees 
o Infrastructure – business serving commercial; don’t need parks, etc. to be 

successful  
• Housing 

o Balance comes from Chula Vista, Otay Mesa; entire area 
o Transient Housing 
o Hard core line – technical issue 
o Trucks to serve international trade - separate for air-quality issues 
o Opportunities exist for everyone – must include County lands 
o Vital – connecting area thru 2 freeways, added significant range of housing  

 
TABLE 5 
 

• Brown Field 
o Do away with Brown Field Airport; put shopping center, fire house and research 
o Brown Field should go away, do something with it – civic, housing or airport 

• Industrial land 
o Image – Scripps Parkway Plaza “view corridor”, good commercial, design, smart 

mix use 
o Industrial areas kept presentable 
o Need an area only for industry - keep the area east of the 905 
o Truck traffic through there will remain; 25% local, 25% state, 50% federal 
o Concerned with car wrecking yards 
o Get rid of car wreck areas – they are an eyesore 

• Transportation 
o Busiest trade corridor in nation 
o Control car/truck traffic 
o 3rd Border Crossing and SR11 completed 
o Mixed use to coordinate truck traffic  
o Change 20-mile rule that they have to load and unload  
o Dangerous conditions, truck drivers are pressed for time and driving on unpaved 

roads, i.e. Cactus Rd., floods, similar to Mexico 
o Need more east-west access 
o Need quality roads to support traffic 
o Public transportation shortage 

• Residential 
o Affordable housing 
o Build the housing west of San Ysidro High and south of 905 

• Need safe paths with trees for walking 
 

TABLE 6 
 

• Traffic/truck routes  
o Concerns about trucks through mixed-use neighborhoods 
o Need designated truck routes
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• Medical facilities 
o Hospitals/urgent care/medical offices 

• Employment  
o Create higher paying jobs 
o Maximize use of space 
o Higher density employment 

• Industrial mixed uses 
o Show examples where this has worked successfully 

• Community image  
o Integrate communities so not a collection of subdivisions 
o Schools as focal point for community; walkability 

• What happens to existing uses that are not compatible with future planned uses? 
• Improve connectivity between Open Space on both sides of Otay Mesa Road 

o Use for recreation (recreation and wildlife) 
o Connect/integrate w/ Otay Valley Regional Park 
o Connect w/ Tijuana River Regional Park 

• Brown Field Airport 
o Change uses to maximize income for City; enhance/improve appearance 

 
TABLE 7 
 

• Schools  
o 4 elementary, 2 middle schools needed in the future 
o Parks next to schools 
o School south of 905 
o Safe pedestrian route from homes to schools 

• Housing 
o Village concept 
o Low density, no apartments 
o No housing in industrial areas (noise, traffic, decrease in business time) 

• Traffic 
o 125 will ease traffic (hopefully); airport – don’t want it to grow 

• Improve Image 
o No dumping ground 

 
B. BIG IDEAS 
 
TABLE 1 
 

• Air quality – bad for residences and schools 
• Access to sites 
• Heavy industry uses should continue in appropriate areas, could co-locate w/resident 

(but some differ) 
• Brown Field Airport – is a predominant aspect, a hole, what to do? 
• Community Identification/Image – mix of uses could help 
• Need affordable housing 
• Build 905



 - 6 -

TABLE 2 
 

• Safety concerns about mixing trucks and pedestrians 
• Improve image w/residences 
• Need services and schools 
• Concerned about loss of industrial lands to residential development 
 

TABLE 3 
 

• Co-location 
• Housing should be left in the west 
• Others say need diversity and spreading out uses 
• Industrial loss of acreage; few jobs/acre; create more jobs, but preserve warehousing 

 
TABLE 4 
 

• Border turned out differently than planned; truck traffic facilities needed on both 
sides of border; Mexico does not have land for 3rd crossing; recognize border as 
international trade zone 

• Concentrate truck traffic on Brown Field, or close/shorten runway, turn into housing 
and/or sports facility 

• Too much housing in industrial areas creates problems (asthma, etc) 
• How to get higher quality jobs; tie into design corridor (Poway) 
• How to finance infrastructure 
• Transient housing needed for folds crossing back/forth across border 
• Connect 2 freeways 
• Add housing 

 
TABLE 5 
 

• Industrial balance of uses 
• Debate on mixing housing (industrial) 
• Roads don’t handle truck traffic 
• Need affordable housing; locate commercial with housing 
• Restaurants are limited 
• Brown Field Airport – shorten runway, add housing 
• Community image – like Poway Parkway 

 
TABLE 6 
 

• Concern over pre-existing non-conforming uses 
• Worried about trucks in mixed use area 

 
TABLE 7 

• Schools – need 4 elementary and 2 middle schools; Brown Field Airport noise; need 
safe pedestrian routes 

• Housing – keep low density, no apartments; no housing in industrial areas, truck 
traffic, noise, impact to businesses 

• Improve the community image 


